Creation of the whole human genome microarray.
Several companies have recently announced the availability of products that enable a scientist to probe gene expression from the entire human genome on a single DNA microarray. This review will focus on the underlying technological trends that have made this achievement possible, the particular methodologies which are employed to create such microarrays and the implications of the whole human genome microarray for future biological studies. The single genome array represents an important milestone on the path to unraveling the complexity of the cellular networks that control living processes. The microarrays being designed today may, however, become distant ancestors to the whole human genome arrays of the future as our understanding of the functioning of the human genome increases.